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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Population 

Kershaw /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ population growth has been faster ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

Future growth is expected to be faster as well. 

Almost two thirds of Kershaw /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ. 

Income 

Per capita income growth has been faster than the state and the nation. 

Kershaw /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇŜǊ ŎŀǇƛǘŀ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ has moved ahead of the state level. 

Kershaw /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǿŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ. 

Education 

The number of degrees awarded by area post-secondary institutions has increased. 

The greatest increase has been in the area of business management. 

Occupations 

Almost all occupational groups are expected to have faster growth in Kershaw County 
than in the state. 

Requirements for Kershaw CountyΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ expected to grow in the following levels 
of education and experience: 

²ƻǊƪ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŦƛŜƭŘΣ ǇƻǎǘǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŘΣ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

degree or higher. 

Industry  

Sectors rated as having high potential in Kershaw County are as follows: 

 Transportation equipment manufacturing, truck transportation, building construction, fabricated metal 

product manufacturing, and heavy and civil engineering construction. 
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POPULATION 

Growth 
Kershaw /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ нллт ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 58,168. The county population has grown by 17.0% since 1997, 

compared to 14.2% for South Carolina. YŜǊǎƘŀǿΩǎ future population growth is expected to be faster than 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎΦ 
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 Source: U.S. Census Bureau (estimates) and SC Budget & Control Board/Office of Research and Statistics (projections). 
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LABORSHED 

 

The map below shows where Kershaw County workers come from (in 2006, latest available data). As can 

be seen, almost two thirds of Kershaw CountyΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƭƛǾŜ within the county. 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Local Employment Dynamics. 

  

Characteristics of Workers  

Age of Workers: 
30 or younger 23.7% 

31 to 54 58.0% 

55 or older 18.3% 

 

Earnings of Workers: 
$1,200 per month or less 31.7% 

$1,201 to $3,400 per month 44.2% 

More than $3,400 per month 24.0% 
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States Where Workers Live: 

South Carolina 99.1% 

North Carolina 0.6% 

All other locations 0.3% 

 

Counties Where Workers Live: 
Kershaw, SC 62.1% 
Richland, SC 8.0% 
Sumter, SC 4.4% 
Lee, SC 4.4% 
Lancaster, SC 2.8% 
Lexington, SC 2.6% 
Darlington, SC 1.8% 
Florence, SC 1.4% 
Fairfield, SC 1.4% 
Chesterfield, SC 0.8% 
All Other Locations 10.5% 

 

Cities Where Workers Live: 
Camden, SC 9.6% 
Lugoff, SC 6.5% 
Columbia, SC 1.4% 
Sumter, SC 1.1% 
Bishopville, SC 0.9% 
Elgin, SC 0.6% 
St. Andrews, SC 0.5% 
Dentsville, SC 0.4% 
Bethune, SC 0.4% 
Florence, SC 0.4% 
All Other Locations 78.3% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Local Employment Dynamics. 
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INCOME 

Per Capita Income 
Kershaw /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇŜǊ ŎŀǇƛǘŀ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ has moved ahead of the state level but remains well below the 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ. 
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Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis. 

  

Kershaw /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇŜǊ ŎŀǇƛǘŀ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ has ƎǊƻǿƴ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ and ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ.  
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Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis. 
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Wages by Industry 
Kershaw /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǿŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ below those of South Carolina ($613 vs. $680 in 2007). Average 

wages were up 12% in Kershaw County over the past five years, compared to 18% for the state. All major 

sectors had growth, led by retail trade and real estate and rental and leasing. 

Industry 
NAICS 
Code 

2007 
Average 
Weekly 

Wage ($) 

2002 
Average 
Weekly 

Wage ($) 
% 

Change 

Total, Private and Government                             613  546  12 

Construction                                                      23 677 584 16 

Manufacturing                                                     31-33 833 772 8 

Retail Trade                                                      44-45 452 337 34 

Transportation and Warehousing                                    48-49 563 479 18 

Information                                                       51 1,031 797 29 

Finance and Insurance                                             52 721 695 4 

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing                                53 481 361 33 

Administration & Support & Waste Management & 
Remediation Services                 

56 447 385 16 

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation                               71 365 293 25 

Accommodation and Food Services                                   72 209 184 14 

Other Services (Except Public Administration)                     81 385 339 14 

Federal Government                               918 771 19 

State Government   648 595 9 

Local Government                          638 528 21 

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages. 
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Wages by Occupation 
Average wages in Kershaw County are lower than the state average in all occupational groups. 

Occupation 

2007 
Kershaw 
County 
Median 
Hourly 

Wage ($) 

2007 SC 
Median 
Hourly 

Wage ($) 

Management occupations 20.64 28.78  

Business and financial operations occupations 14.60 20.28  

Computer and mathematical science occupations 19.91 26.20  

Architecture and engineering occupations 22.06 30.22  

Life, physical and social science occupations 19.90 22.76  

Community and social services occupations 11.05 13.18  

Legal occupations 19.21 30.68  

Education, training and library occupations 22.55 24.42  

Arts, design, entertainment, sports and media occupations 10.52 12.66  

Healthcare practitioners and technical occupations 22.47 30.64  

Healthcare support occupations 9.08 10.55  

Protective service occupations 13.75 13.87  

Food preparation and serving related occupations 7.19 7.90  

Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance occupations 7.34 8.42  

Personal care and service occupations 6.99 8.39  

Sales and related occupations 10.60 13.48  

Office and administrative support occupations 10.65 13.22  

Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 12.09 13.07  

Construction and extraction occupations 13.55 16.51  

Installation, maintenance and repair occupations 14.88 16.88  

Production occupations 13.80 15.21  

Transportation and material moving occupations 10.27 12.94  
Source: Economic Modeling Specialists, Inc. 
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EDUCATION 

 

High School Graduates 
From 1995 to 2005 (latest data available), the number of Kershaw County students receiving high school 

diplomas rose by 35 (7%). In South Carolina, the number of high school diplomas increased 9% from 1995 

to 2005. A total of 527 people received high school diplomas in Kershaw County in 2005. Kershaw County 

had 10 more 12
th

 grade students in 2004-05 than in 1994-95. The number of Kershaw County students not 

passing the exit exam who received a certificate of completion instead of a diploma increased by 43 (to 

57) over the 1995-2005 period. 
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Source: National Center for Education Statistics. 
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Higher Education Graduates 
Over 1,300 more students graduated from higher educational institutions in the Santee-Lynches area in 

2006 than in 1996, an increase of 13%. The greatest numerical increase was in business management 

fields. 

Program 1996 2006 Change 
% 

Change 

Agriculture, agriculture operations & related sciences 16  4  -12 -75 

Area, ethnic, cultural & gender studies 19  26  7 37 

Biological & biomedical sciences 434  458  24 6 

Business, management, marketing & related support 
services 1,685  2,173  488 29 

Communication, journalism & related programs 353  428  75 21 

Computer & information sciences & support services 181  239  58 32 

Construction trades 1  3  2 200 

Education 1,262  1,205  -57 -5 

Engineering technologies/technicians 123  160  37 30 

Engineering 289  315  26 9 

English language & literature/letters 310  276  -34 -11 

Family & consumer sciences/human sciences 117  246  129 110 

Foreign languages, literatures & linguistics 81  71  -10 -12 

Health professions & related clinical sciences 1,236  1,330  94 8 

Legal professions & studies 324  324  0 0 

Liberal arts & sciences, general studies & humanities 672  391  -281 -42 

Library science 185  200  15 8 

Mathematics and statistics 129  99  -30 -23 

Mechanic and repair technologies/technicians 106  248  142 134 

Multi/interdisciplinary studies 37  86  49 132 

Natural resources & conservation 15  3  -12 -80 

Parks, recreation, leisure & fitness studies 125  240  115 92 

Personal & culinary services 2  38  36 1,800 

Philosophy & religious studies 30  52  22 73 

Physical sciences 167  162  -5 -3 

Precision production 89  99  10 11 

Psychology 353  445  92 26 

Public administration & social service professions 325  365  40 12 

Security & protective services 359  343  -16 -4 

Social sciences & history 719  823  104 14 

Theology & religious vocations 284  338  54 19 

Visual & performing arts 195  339  144 74 

TOTAL 10,223  11,529  1,306  13 

 

Source: National Center for Education Statistics (Integrated Post Secondary Education System). 

 
Data for these schools: Allen University, Benedict College, Central Carolina Technical College, Claflin University, Coker College, 

Columbia College, Columbia International University, Florence-Darlington Technical College, Francis Marion University, Lutheran 

Theological Seminary, McLeod Regional Medical Center School of Medical Technology, Morris College, Northeastern Technical 

College, Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College, South Carolina State University, South University, Southern Methodist College, 

University of South Carolina-Columbia, University of South Carolina-Lancaster, University of South Carolina-Sumter, Williamsburg 

Technical College. 
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OCCUPATIONS 

Occupational Projections 
Most occupational groups are projected to grow faster in Kershaw County than in the state.

See Appendix A for detailed occupational information. 

Occupation 

2007-2016 
Kershaw County 

Projected Growth 
(%) 

2007-2016 SC 
Projected 

Growth (%) 

Management occupations 23 17 

Business and financial operations occupations 36 22 

Computer and mathematical science occupations 39 23 

Architecture and engineering occupations 11 15 

Life, physical and social science occupations 12 15 

Community and social services occupations 22 15 

Legal occupations 16 21 

Education, training and library occupations 16 16 

Arts, design, entertainment, sports and media 
occupations 24 17 

Healthcare practitioners and technical occupations 36 24 

Healthcare support occupations 23 25 

Protective service occupations 24 18 

Food preparation and serving related occupations 5 13 

Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance 
occupations 25 23 

Personal care and service occupations 8 7 

Sales and related occupations 30 19 

Office and administrative support occupations 18 13 

Farming, fishing and forestry occupations 1 16 

Construction and extraction occupations 19 19 

Installation, maintenance and repair occupations 18 17 

Production occupations 18 10 

Transportation and material moving occupations 18 11 

Source: Economic Modeling Specialists, Inc. 
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Occupational Education Requirements 
The trend for occupational growth shows that there will be growth in jobs across skill levels. However, 

based on employment projections, Kershaw County is expected to see more growth in jobs with higher 

levels of education and experience, specifically: 

¶ Work experience in a related field 

¶ Postsecondary vocational award 

¶ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ degree 

¶ aŀǎǘŜǊΩs degree or higher 
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Source: Economic Modeling Specialists, Inc 
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INDUSTRY 

Businesses by Sector 
Kershaw County had higher percentages of businesses than South Carolina or the nation in the following 

sectors: 

¶ Construction 

¶ Retail trade 

¶ Finance and insurance 

¶ Manufacturing 

¶ Agriculture and forestry 

¶ Transportation and warehousing 

¶ Arts, entertainment and recreation 

 

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

  


